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In Mueller report: neither 
collusion nor vindication 


Probe describes 
Russian activity 
in 2016, says 
Trump often 
sought to halt it 


By Jack Torry 
and Jessica Wehrman 
‘The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller 
concluded that President 
Donald Trump tried several 
times to thwart the investi- 
gation into whether his 2016 
campaign conspired with 
Russian officials, but that his 
efforts were stymied by top 


U.S. Attorney General William Barr, left, flanked by Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, 
speaks to reporters from the Justice Department Thursday before releasing the special counsel’s 
report on Russian interference in the 2016 election. [SIPA USA) 


preserve his presidency that 


aides who 
Ontheweb repeatedly 
declined to 
Read the full, carry out 
redacted report his orders. 
by special While 
counsel Robert = Mueller’s 
Mueller at 448-page 
Dispatch.com report said 
that a sitting 
Inside president 
cannot be 
Redactions indicted 
broadest in on federal 
Russia section, criminal 
Page A4 charges, he 
Where the pointedly 
Trump investi- said that 
gations stand, his office 
Page A4 could not 
clear Trump 
of allega- 


tions that he tried to block the 
special counsel’s probe. 

The report, released 
Thursday by the Justice 
Department after it was 
turned over to them last 
month, accused Russia of a 
“sweeping and systematic” 
effort to damage the campaign 
of Democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton. But 
it also revealed that, time 
after time, the White House 
staff either protected or 
tried to protect Trump from 
self-destructive attempts to 


Probe notes pro-Russia effort 


could have violated the law. 

Mueller reported that i 
Fe meets tte before Cleveland convention 
Trump telephoned then- 
White House counsel Don By Jack Torry Republican convention in 
McGahn at his home to have The Columbus Dispatch Cleveland to weaken an 
the Justice Department anti-Russia plank in the 


dismiss Mueller, who had 
been named to investigate 
Russia’s involvement in 
trying to sabotage Clinton’s 
2016 campaign. 

According to the report, 
McGahn threatened to resign 
rather than “carry out the 
direction,” fearing it would 
lead to another Saturday 


See REPORT, A5 


WASHINGTON — A 
key part of special counsel 
Robert Mueller's investi- 
gation centered on what 
happened in Ohio almost 
three years ago. 

But President Donald 
Trump told investigators 
he could not recall being 
involved in successful 
efforts by his campaign 
aides before the 2016 


party’s platform. 

In the report detail- 
ing the probe into 
whether Russian officials 
attempted to damage the 
candidacy of Democrat 
Hillary Clinton, Trump 
told investigators in writ- 
ten responses he couldn't 
recall having a role in 


See PROBE, A4 


Mount 
Carmel 
settlements 
rejected 


By JoAnne Viviano 
‘The Columbus Dispatch 


Calling settlement offers 
made on behalf of the Mount 
Carmel Health System 
“unreasonable, offensive and 
disrespectful,” a Columbus 
law firm said Thursday that it 
plans to proceed with several 
lawsuits filed in the deaths of 
patients the system has said 
were given excessive doses of 
painkillers. 

The cases are among 27 
filed in Franklin County 
Common Pleas Court alleg- 
ing the wrongful deaths 
of patients treated by Dr. 
William Husel at Mount 
Carmel West hospital in 
Franklinton. 


See CARMEL, A8 


Highest-paid 
state worker 
tops $600K 


By Darrel Rowland 
and Randy Ludlow 
‘The Columbus Dispatch 


While Ohio has roughly 
7,000 fewer state employ- 
ees now than when Gov. 
John Kasich took office in 
2011, other aspects of the 
non-university payroll have 
changed little. 

In 2010, female state 
workers made, on average, 
about $3,700 less a year than 
their male counterparts, 
without regard to job classi- 
fication. The gap had shrunk 
to about $3,400 by 2018, 
Kasich’s final year in office. 

The average pay for Asian 
employees topped that of 
white workers by nearly 
$17,000 in 2010, decreasing 


See WORKER, A8 
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